BIOLOGY (2)

2014-2015
INSTRUCTOR:  E. REZENDES

TEXT:  MILLER LEVINE, BIOLOGY
COURSE DESCRIPTION: This is a college prep course which encompasses a comprehensive study of biological concepts with an emphasis on investigation and inquiry. Consideration is given to the cellular and biochemical approach to the study of the processes of organisms. Major topics include photosynthesis, cellular respiration, protein synthesis, genetics, human anatomy and physiology and ecology. Students will be encouraged to solve problems by reasoning critically and creatively. Students will become capable researchers by assimilating, analyzing, interpreting and evaluating information.
Students will be invited to complete an Experimental Design Project to demonstrate an understanding and application of the scientific concepts presented in class.

CLASSROOM POLICIES AND PROCEDURES

I.
ORGANIZATION

A.     Three- ring binder

                   
1. Notes/study guides/Homework

                   
2. Lab reports completed according to specified Lab Report format

B. Text book

C. Internet Access (home, SBRHS Library,or Public Library)

D. Flash drive  (Optional)

II.
GRADING SYSTEM

WEIGHTED GRADING SYSTEM

Based on   (points earned)  divided by  (potential points)


For example, if a quiz is valued at 20 points, and a student's score is 


15/20 correct, then the grade is 75 %.


Some examples of assignments with point values are:




Projects

200 pts




Tests


100 pts




Quizzes

 20-50 pts





Lab reports

 20-30 pts




HW assignments
 15-20 pts

(Point values may vary with the length & complexity of assignments)


Weighted Average Details:


Category


Weight

Tests & Quizzes

45%


Classwork, Projects
30%


Labs



15%


Homework


10%

MMS Grading System automatically calculates grade with weighted categories.

Grades will be updated and published every other week:

1st  of the month

Midterm

15th  of the month

End of term
III.
EXPECTATIONS FOR STUDENTS:

SBRHS Academic Expectations:

1. Read analytically to support conclusions drawn from text
2. Produce clear and coherent writing that is appropriate to task,

    purpose, and audience
3. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks
4. Solve problems and complete tasks by reasoning critically and creatively
5. Process information critically to become capable researchers
6. Demonstrate technological literacy to facilitate learning

Classroom Expectations:

Students are required to bring a 3 ring binder to every class.

Reading the textbook is a weekly assignment.  Students

are expected to read the chapter we are working on 

thoroughly and completely. Outlining is recommended and

pages will be listed in the Unit Planners (see website).

Completion of homework on a consistent basis is strongly recommended.

Homework is assigned to provide the student with the opportunity to reinforce classroom instruction or to enhance the topic of study.
A homework assignment will be accepted for credit until 2:05 the day 

it is due. Thereafter, points will be deducted, or no credit will be given.

Make up work:  It is the responsibility of the student to request and complete any classwork, labs or homework assignments missed during absences. Sometimes it may be necessary to arrange for extra help following an absence from class. 

Extra Help: Times will be posted in the classroom listing when the teacher will be available for instruction and review of material presented in class. Meeting after school is also a possibility, by appointment. Sometimes 10-15 minutes of help can make a big difference.  

BEHAVIORAL EXPECTATIONS:


Please see attached description of Behavioral Expectations.

Classroom discipline procedures will be carried out according to the 

Student/Parent Handbook.

***Because classroom time provides valuable instructional and laboratory experience for students, it is imperative that students DO NOT request to leave the classroom unless the reason is urgent or absolutely necessary.

Please do not hesitate to contact me at the school with any concerns or suggestions:


Phone:     508-324-3115   X 1178


Email:    rezendese@sbregional.org
For complete syllabus, SBRHS Rubrics and more information, please see:

  www.scienceclub.homestead.com
